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INC., Division of W. R. Grace 6 * 
R. GRACE & CO.; JOHN J. RILEY * 
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Civil Action 
No. 82-1672-S 

Deposition of JOHN A. WHITNEY, III, 

taken on behalf of the Plaintiffs, pursuant to the 

applicable provisions of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure, before Valerie T. Wong, Notairy Public within 

and for the Conunonvealth of Massachusetts, at the 

offices of Schlichtmann, Conway & Crowley, 171 Milk 

Street, Boston, Massachusetts, commencing at 2:25 

o'clock P.xM. on Thursday, July 11, 1985. 
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App4MUrMIOti»t 

J«a UlcdkBurd 8^Ilohtsi«im, Esq. 
Aohlichtaann, Conway t Crowl«y 
171 Hilk StTMt 
Boston^ )te«saahus4itt0 
for th« P la in t i f f« . 

Any WoodwATdy B«^« 
Fol«yf Bo*9 t Bllot 
One Poat Offic* Sqiuur* 
Boston* M«s««ohtt«6tts 
for the 04t£ottd«nt W. R. Qraoo & Co* 

Donald x. FradiurieOf Zuq,. 
Kala i Dorr 
«0 Btata t t r a a t 
Boston, Maaaac^ttsotta 
for th« Dofandant Baatrlca Foods Co* 

rriklariok J* Connors > Bs<|» 
100 Bighlaod Air4Uitta 
Soaarvil la , Massaohusatts 
for the Daponant. 
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MB* SCBLXCBTMAlflfi WO ara 90ln9 to waive 

tha filing of tha daposltioat hold all c^jaotions, 

axoapt as to forait and allow your eliant to read 

tha deposit loo if ha wishas, signlaf und4ur tha 

pains and panaltlaa of perjury* 

MR* rRBDBRXCOt And rassrving notions to 

strike. 

.MR. BCBLXCBTKABlft Right* 

NR* COmiORBt Fine. 

JOHB A* WHXTMJBY| XXJt» 

a witness called by tha Plaintiffa, first having 

baan duly sworn* on oath deposes and says as 

followsI 

Diraot gjcsaination 

0 (Ry Mr. sehliohtaann) tfoold you state your naaa? 

A John A. Whitney, XXX. 

Q Bow old are you? 

A 3«. 

Q Where do you live? 

A Boxford, Mass. 

Q Boxford? 

A Yes, 
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Q Mhara is your plaea of business? 

A Hobum, 2S€ Salssi Street* 

Q What is tha nana of your business? 

A Tha Whitney Bamral CosqiNiny, Xnoerporatad* 

Q What is your position with tha Whitney Barral 

Cosqpany? 

A Right now? 

0 Yes* 

A What an X now, T f A f 

MR. cOMliORBi You're at least a diraetor* 

0 Business sumagar or *" 

HR. COiNBORBi Mo would ba the manager, 

too* Xt is a (me'iaan operation. Xt is in tha 

process of being dissolved, 

0 You aumaga tha business? 

A Yes. X a» the only one left. My father passed 

away* 

Q Whan did your father pass away? 

X Last August 14th. 

0 Whst was your father's n«aM? 

A John A. Whitney, Jr* 

Q Is it a family business? 

A Yes. 

0 How long have you been involved in the fasily 
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buainaas? 

A Z would say 1969. 

0 That is when yon started to work at that location? 

A Yes; off and on after school. 

0 Bow old were you when you started to work at the 

ooaq;>any? 

A 20. 

0 What were the kind of things you did whan you first 

began to %rork for the coiBpany? 

A X drove a truck. 

0 What kind of tru^ vas that? 

A The nake and model? 

0 Miat kind of truck — What kind of stuff did you 

do? 

A Delivering barrels. 

Q You would deliver barrels? 

A Right. 

Q lAiat kind of barrels would you deliver? 

A 8t4Ml druns. 

0 55->gallon drums? 

A Yes. 

Q Who would you be delivering these to? 

A Different customers. 

Q What would be the area? 
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A h 50««ile radius of Boston. 

0 thasa would ba raoonditionad druas? 

A Ri^t. 

0 OiruBis tha t tha eoaipany had raoaiwad and dona soaw 

thing to? 

A Right. 

Q Cleaned the« out? 

A Right. 

0 And you were sailing thaa to othar ooaq»aniaa to ba 

us4id for whatever pusrposa? 

A Yes. 

0 'ntere wasn't any content in these drwaa? 

A BOf they're eapty. 

Q Do you know whether tha ooa^pany aver sold or 

delivered any of thaso dnms to the John J. Rilay 

Company? 

A Kot to ny knowledge. 

Q Bow about W« R. Grace & Company on Washington 

Street, Csryovao? 

A Not to my knowledge* 

0 How about Unifirst or Xnteratate Uniforms on 

Olyxapia Avenue? 

A Not that X know ofi no* 

0 You're familiar with the business of the Whitney 
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Barrel Coaqpany? 

A Right* 

Q Could you give ne a daaoription of tha business, 

what kind of business the Whitney Barral Coi^any 

engages in? 

A Reconditioning of steal drums* 

0 Uow would that be dona? 

A Washing. 

Q would you go throu^ the prooaas for us? 

A Va take in ampty, raw drums and wash tham on tha 

inside, wash tha outsidai repaint tham and sell 

them as a used and reconditioned drum* 

0 Would these drums be the kind that have a bund 

hole? 

A Yes; bund hole and open head* 

0 You did both? 

A Right* 

0 Th* drums you received, did they ever have any 

content in them, in other words, any liquid in 

thina? 

A No? empty. 

0 Is that the condition they're in when you purchaae 

them? 

A Yes. 
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0 Or tliam being sold to you? 

A Yea* 

Q Did you buy tham? 

A Yes. 

0 to your knowledge, did Whitney Barral Company awar 

racaiva any drums from tha W. R* Graoa Company on 

Washington Straet? 

A tto. 

Q Mot to your knowledge? 

A Not on Washington Street. 

Q Soma other w* R. Graoa Company or division? 

A ?tot to my knowledge. They were never an aecount 

as far AB X emn remember* 

0 Do you remeabar Cryovao, tha Cryovac Division of 

w. R* Graoa? 

A NO. 

0 Did Jc^n J* Rilay Company ever deliver to the 

company any drums to your knowltMSge? 

A Hot to my knowledge. 

Q now about Interstate Uniforms, which is now known 

as Unifirst? 

A I don't believe so. 

Q Did you ever have any local businesses give you 

dsnims or deliver drums to you, sell drums to you? 
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h Oh, yea. People have brou^t in all kinds of drums 

owar tha yaara« 

Q Bow, other than 55-^allon dnsns, did you ever 

raoaive any othar kind of container? 

A Tanks* 

Q would these be 5000-gallon tanks? 

A Yes. 

0 Underground? 

A TTnderground tanks. 

Q What would you do with those? 

A Scrap th«i. 

0 Bow would you do that process? 

A Cut them up, scrap them* 

Q What kind of condition would these underground 

tanks be in when th4»y came to you? 

A Th4rf're «apty* They had to be eaqpty* 

Q Prior to your receiving them? 

A Yea. 

0 that is part of the deal? 

A That is the law* 

Q So these drums would be empty when you — 

A All containers. There is a law tliat all containers 

had to bo empty before they come in. 

Q would that apply to the 35-gallon drums as well? 
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A Tasa 

0 Othar than tha SS-gallon drtws and tba SOOO-gallon 

tanks, did Whitney Barral Company aver racaiva any 

othar kind of container? 

A Bof just drms and tanks. 

0 09eay. 

A And plastic drums* 

Q All sorts and sites or any particular sixa? 

A SS-gallon* 

0 What would their oondition ba? 

A they contained apple juice. 

0 What ocMtpany would that ba? 

A They come in t t a u foreign countries to a eooq^any 

call4}d ttincoln Fo4»da in Lawrenee. They empty the 

apple juice and sell us tha barrela* 

0 Other than driving the truck, what ware tha other 

duties you hed during the time you worked for 

Whitney Baxrrel Company? 

A fhtkt is about it. 

0 What do you do now for Whitney Barrel Company? 

A Right now the company is shut down* We are not 

reconditioning druma. 

0 HOW long haa it been shut down? 

A A few months after my father's death; I would say 
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0 
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A 

Q 

12 

January of this year. 

Bow long, to your knewladga, has tha Whitney Barrel 

Company baan in 4U(iat4mea at that location? 

1949. 

That waa run by your father? 

Right. 

Now, did — 

Well, mt grandfather —* Wall, it goes way back to 

ancient times. Wa'ra tha oldest barral oompany in 

New England* 

At that looati«»? 

NO. 

Urban renewal t o t e ^ A us frcm Somervilla 

in 1949 and wa moved to W ^ u m . 

You went to the Salim Street location in 1949? 

Yes. 

The company did? 

Yes. 

That was run by your father at the time? 

My grandfather ran it originally. 

Do you know when your father took over? 

My grandfather pa8S4»d away in '64. 

Your father worked with your grandfather from 1949 

on? 
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A 

0 

A 

0 

Yaa* 

Q 

A 

0 

0 

A 

0 

Aad your father was in charge of the oompany until 

ha passed away? 

Ri5l^t. 

To your knowledge, did Whitmy Barral Coaq^any aver 

uae ohamioals? 

Use ohamioals? 

NR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection* X am 

objecting to the form of the question. You can go 

ahead and answer. 

TBS WXTHBSSi Wa use a soap te clean 

barrels and water. 

Xs that trisodium phoss^ata? 

Exactly. 

Other than that, did Whitney Barral Company ever 

use any othar kind of chemicals to your 

knowliktge? 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

There was a trisodium phosphate, hot boiling wateri 

and that is about it. 

Did the whitn<qr Barrel Company ever use any kind 

of solvent to your knowledge? 

Solvent? Not for cleaning barrels; no. 

What did you use solvents for? 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

14 

A To mix with paint when we spray painted. 

0 you had a spray painting operation? 

A Test part of tha reoonditi<minga 

0 What kind of solvents would you use to mix with 

your paint? 

A Xt is called a mineral aolvant, ttobil Solvent 5* 

Q Do you know What tba constitaimts of that advent 

are? 

A Xt is an oil. Xt is not a laoquar thinner or tha 

othar typos. 

Q Do you know if it oontain4kl chlorinatad hydro­

carbons? 

A X don't believe so* 

Q Do you know what chlorinated hydrooarbons are? 

A Not really* 

X know this is a lighfdnty solvant. Xt 

ia different from acetone. 

Q Do you know if any of the chemicals Whitney aver 

used contained trichloroethylene? 

A BO. 

Q Do you know if any of the chemicals Whitney ever 

used contained tetrachloroethylene? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

Q Or 1,2-transdichloroethylene? 
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A Bo. 

0 Voluana? 

A BO* 

Q Bansena? 

A Ho. 

0 Did the Whitney Barrel Company m^ft usa any 

product containing bansane? 

A BOt to my knowladga. 

0 Did the Whiteay Barral Coiqpany ever usa gasolina? 

A Gasoline? 

Q Yes. 

A In the trucks. 

Q Did you store gasoline on the site? 

A No. 

Q Or did the oompany at any time store gasolina on 

the site? 

A No. 

0 From 1999 until tha present, have you worked for 

the Whitney Barral Company? 

A Yes* 

0 You have worked full-^time? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know Mr. John J. Riley? 

A Yes; not very well. 
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0 Oo you know him by ei^t? 

A Probably* Xt has baan a while since X've seen him* 

0 You're familiar with tha property behind Whitney 

Barral, a plot of land that runs along tha river 

between the railroad tracks? 

A Yes. 

Q Are you aware of tha fact that is owned by 

Mr. Rilay? 

A Yea* 

Q You're familiar with the Abarjona Auto Parts and 

Murphy Waata? 

A Yes. 

Q And those coBpanias ara to the west of Whitney 

Barrel? 

A Yes. 

0 To your knowladga, have they been i n operation 

throughout the time you have been associated with 

Whitney Barrel? 

A Yes, as fsr aa X know. 

0 Now, at anytime have you had occasion for whatever 

reason to go to Hr. Riley's property between the 

railroad tracks and th« river? 

A I know the property well. I used to ride horseback 

down there. 
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0 tOu know the property frcm riding horsdt>ack? 

A Cb, yeah. 

Q What yaara did you ride? 

A Wa had horsaa in the mid *SOs, *SS and '<f. 

0 You would ride horses? 

A Yea. 

Q Sorsas you owned? 

A Yeah* Wa had one on the land. 

0 At Whitney Barral? 

A Right. 

0 And one of the places you would ride would ba this 

area? 

A Yes. 

There ia a public road that qomm down 

to tha old Stoffard Chemical • 

Q that is an aecass road through the property? 

A Yes) a pud>lio aocass road. 

Q And along that road there are sewer lines? 

A Could be now. 

Q Xs that the road that runs along the sower line 

that you're referring to? 

A There is no sewer line once you get down the road. 

It is marsh land and railroad traoks. 

0 Before you gat to that — 
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A fla has a few sinrar l i n e s . 

0 Vhmt run alcmg tha road? 

A Yaah. 

0 to gain aooass to that proparty, ia it true you 

have to pass through tha Whitney Barral Oompany 

property? 

A RSO. You would go through tha Abarjona Auto Parts, 

aotually. 

0 there is also an aooass road from Whitnay Barral 

Company? 

A You can get out there from our proparty, 

0 Xs there a road? 

A Yes. Well, it is not really a road. 

Q A dirt road? 

A An opening. Xt is all dirt. 

Q You ean also gain acoeas from the Abarjona Auto 

Paxt»7 

A Yea. 

0 Can you also gain access from Murji^y's Waste Oil? 

A No. Vou would have to cross the railroad tracks 

and then ^^ Wait a minute* No, th«re i9 no a c c o a t 

from thore. 

0 Thore isn't? 

A Oh, yes, there is. 
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Q Mow, Othar than horsi^aok riding tripe you would 

take on tha land in *€5 and *iS, for any othar 

reas€»i did you have ooeaaioo to go on tha Rilay 

land at any point in time? 

A Mo. 

Q Did you aver driva through therm in a oar on tha 

access road? 

A No. You oan't driva a ear down there* 

Q A truck? 

A No. 

0 Bave you aver walked tha land for any reason at any* 

tine? 

A C^t yes. X have bean out there* X am familiar with 

tha land* 

0 What would have been your reason for going out 

there? 

A X used to go rabbit hunting out there. 

0 Anything else? 

A «%at is about it. X did a little dirt riding, 

motoroyole riding. 

Q Were th«re trails to ride your dirt bike? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q During the time you rode horses, how would you 

describe the land, the Riley land? 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

20 

thara is a lot of wildlife out there* 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Before ha oosqpletas bis 

answer, X am just a little unclear* Virat of all, 

he has bean raferring to tha Rilay land. X don't 

think tha witneas ia competent to say which land 

Mr. Rilay owned, Xt is unolaar what tha 

boui^aries of the land ara that ha is dasoribing, 

whether svarything he is referring to is M I the 

land owned by either Rilay or some entity 

connected with Rilay or on soma neighboring piaoa 

of land. 

MR. SCBLXCBTKABNt YOU can bring all that 

out, X guess it goes to how muc^ weight you want to 

put on his testimony. 

MR. FRSDCRXCOJ It may ba better not to 

refer to the land as Riley's land. 

How do you refer to that land in back of Whitney 

Barral? 

X have always thought of that as Riley's land. X 

am not sure what tha boundaries are. X know tha 

road is a public road. 

You know it passes through property b«ihind the 

Whitney i)arrel Company? 

Yea. 
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Q You have alwaya believed the land was owned by tba 

Jbhn J* Rilay Cosq^any? 

A that is right* 

Q Whan X refer to tha Rilay land, X am rafiurring to 

that land behind the Whitney Barral Compai^ 

between the railroad tracks and the river where 

the access road goes through. 

MS. WOODWARD I X may have missed soma* 

thing from coming in lata. Are we putting dates 

on the tine when he went through there on horse* 

back? 

MR. SCHLXCBTMANMt 1965, 19SS. 

THB WXTNBSSi Through the '€0s* 

Q More than just one year? 

A Oh, yeah* 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt X want the record to 

reflect given the definition you gave of the land, 

X am going to continue to object to the form of 

the questions referring to "the land.* 

Q Bow would you describe the Riley land in the 

1960e7 

Mil. FREDERXCOJ Objection. 

A In its natural state, it is a very narrow strip 

of land* There are railroad tracks. There is a 
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22 

vary narrow atrip of woods that goes down to 

Olympia. there ia also tha public road. And then 

there Is tha marsh land, there is not really much 

there. 

Did you 4rrar have occasion to ba on tha land in 

tha '70s? 

KR. FREDBRXCO* Objection. 

X am certain X did. X amst have bean thara at one 

time. 

Row about tha '80s? 

MR. FRBZHSRXCOi Objection. 

X don't think X have baan out thara since 'SO, 

Ho? 

Mo. 

During the times you have baan on thia limd behind 

the Whitney Barrel Coaq>any between the railroad 

tracks and the river, whidK you have referred to 

as the Riley land, have you ever noticed any draaa 

OO the land, empty drums? 

MR, FRBDSRXCOt Objection. 

Kot to my knowledge, no. 

You never saw any? 

No. 

Are you aware today there ara empty drums on the 
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l^roparty bsJiind Whitnay Barral Company between tha 

railroad traoks and tha river? 

MR, FRBDBRXCOt Objection* 

A thara oould ba. 

Q Ara you aware there ara? 

MR. FRSDBRXCOi Objection. 

MS, WOODWARD) Qbjaotion. 

0 tou can answer. 

A X haven't baan out there lately. 

Q You're not aware there are any drums? 

MR. FRSDBRXCOi Objection, 

A Bot to my knowledge at the pr4HMHBt. 

0 During the 'SOs and '70s, do you 4nrer rams8rf»ar 

seeing abandoned underground, storage tanks on the 

Riley land between the railroad traoks and tha 

river? 

MR* FSSDERXCOt Objection. 

A Abandoned tanks? 

0 test or storage tanks* 

A X don't reraeitd̂ er any; no. 

Q Do you ever ramenber seeing any out there at all? 

MR. FREDERICO? Objection. 

A NO. 

Q At all? 
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34 

HOa 

t h * line batwaim our proparty is not 

vary definite* ttiara could have been one of my 

tanks out tharai X don't know. 

Let m« show you a photografli and aak you to examine 

it. 

Xt looks so differant from an aerial view* x don't 

know where X am. 

Do you riMsognisa this as Salem Street (Xadioation)? 

That is our place here (Indication)• 

Okay. 

This is aa old piotura* this building burrnsd down 

since than. 

Thia is an aerial photogra;^ taken in Saptaober of 

19S9* Ara you able to identify the Whitney Barral 

Company? 

That is right thara (Indication)* 

We had three major fires. This building 

is gone now (Indication). 

But in examining the photograph, are you able to 

place the Whitney Barrel Company on the 

photograph? 

Yes. 

MR. SCBLXCHTKANNt Let's mark this. 
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(Aerial photograph, marked 
Bxhibit NO. 1.) 

0 Oould you point out the land you referred to as 

tha Rilay land? 

A That is tba road, this hero and this back hare 

(Xttdioation)• 

(Aoatata overlay, marked 
Bxhibit Ho. 2.) 

MR. sCBXiXGBTMAMKt For the raoord, wa 

have placed an acetate overlay on tba aerial 

S^iotograph, S9diibit 1. Tha acetate overlay ia 

Exhibit 3. 

0 Could you find Salem Straet there and write the 

words "Salem Street* on hare? 

A (Witness ccmi?flies)* 

Q Could you outline the buildings in ink? 

A This building is gone (Indication); this was 

destroyed by fire* 

Q As of 1969, please. 

A 1969? 

0 Right. 

A (Witness complies), 

Q Now, why don't you put "B* in there for building? 

A (witneas applies) • 
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0 Mow, would you ba able to datexmine approximately 

whara tha property ended of tha Whitnay Barrel 

Company? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q would you do that with a line at the top? 

A (Witness complies). 

Q Can you mark it as best you can, how you remember 

the property being? 

A (Witness ocmpliaa)* 

Q Why don't you put "WP* for Whitnay proparty? 

A In hare (Indication)? 

0 Yes. 

A (Witness ocnplias). 

Q There was an access road that want behind Whitney 

Barrel to the land you described as Riley's? 

A Yes* Xt is right in here (Indication). 

0 would you be able to take it through the land to 

the railroad? 

A Okay. There is the tracks and it comae down like 

this (Indication). 

Q Why don't you put in "access road" there? 

A (Witness complies). 

0 Now, in exaroining that aerial photograph, can you 

see it through the acetate overlay? 
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1 — 4 

ttould you ba able to pick out structures that look 

like storsge tanka of tha kind tha Whitnay Barral 

Ccaqpany used to recondition? 

Xt is hard to tell* This looks magnified. X 

oan't tall if they're drums or tanks. 

Do you see areas yon can identify aa drums and 

tanks? 

Right. 

Why don't you put the words "drums and tMiks* in 

there? 

HR. FRSDERXCOt He said drums or tanlts. 

Are they both? 

Could be both} yeah. Xt is hard to tall. 

MS* WOODWARD* How about drums and/or 

tanks? 

In lUKSBdning the aerial photograph, ara you able 

to identify any structure on th4ure which appeara 

to ba tanks or dnua? 

.MR* FRSDERXCOt Objection. 

witiiout the acetate overlay? 

No. 

I am going to aak you to examine this area with 

the acetate overlay* 
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MR, FRBDBRXCOt My objection is still 

on tha record* 

Q Mow, X am pointing out an area to you hera, a long 

aeoaas road between ->-• aad between tba access road 

and river there ara struetaras in tba photograph. 

X will aak you examine that and identify whether 

th4iy ara tanks or drums. 

A Xt looks like big logs out thara or something. 

0 You cannot identify them as tanks or drisis? 

A X really oan't B t f t no* 

0 During anytime while you ware on the Rilay land 

for whatever reason, do you aver riHsall seeing any 

storage tanks or 55*gallon drums •*« 

MR* FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

0 —• along the aooass road? 

MR* FRBDBRXCOt Objection* 

A X don't remonber seeing any; no. 

Q At any point in time? 

A Mo. 

There is always a possibility that one 

or two will end up there. There was a problem of 

gangs in the neighborhood that would como in and 

take things. They would steal from us and go 

down thit road (Indication). Whatever they had 
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may bave dropped along the side. 

You don't remember seeing anything? 

Mot to my Imowledga* 

iftr* iftiitnay, at anytime did tba Whitnay Barrel 

Company, to your knowladga, t i f t pour ohamioals or 

waste material containing toxic chamieals o n tha 

Whitnay Barral property? 

MR* FRSDSRXCOi Objection. 

MS* WOODWARD! Objaotiott* 

No* I don't remember saaing tham doing that. 

To your knowladga, did tba Whitney Barral Coaq^any 

at anytime ever dispose of wssta material 

containing chemicals on tha Rilay land? 

nR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

MS. WOODWARDt Objection. 

Not to my knowledge. 

Do you have any reason to believe that at anytime 

any party or any person came to tha Rilay land at 

soma time and disposed of waste material on the 

Riley land? 

MR. FRSDERXCOt Objection* 

!̂ .S. WOODWARD: Objection. 

I never oaw anybody do it. 

At anytime did you ever see any trucks traveling 
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tba aooass road on the land you have identified as 

tba Rilay land? 

MR, FRBDBRXCOt Objaotloo. 

Yon would sea trtt<9ks down there avary once in a 

while. Be does bave — Right badt in thara is 

something to do with sawars* f h i ^ go in tltera and 

clean out* Xt is msintenance trucks ^ a t X would 

call them* They erected a fence down thara* 

Would you ba able to locate that on tba photograph, 

this area that you're raKferring to? 

The ariMi would ba right back hare (Xadioation) a 

Thera is something to do with sewers right there* 

You think it is a sewer or well? 

X don't know i^at it is* 

YOU referred to it as a sewer. Why do you think 

it is a aawer? 

X thought it had something to do with the sewer. 

Xt oould be a well. 

Why do you think it has something to do with the 

sewer? 

It is liko a concrete form and you can get into it. 

I am not — I don't know. 

You have seen trucks out there? 

Oh, yeah. 
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Q What kind of trucks? 

A X assumed th4m to ba maintenance trucks, 

0 BOW would you daaoribo tba trucks? 

A small trudks. You can't gat a big one in there. 

0 Mot a tanker truck? 

A NO. 

Q Why don't you write in there *oonorata?* 

A (Witness oomplias)* 

Q BOW did you know these were people assooiatad with 

John J* Rilay? 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objaction* 

A X didn't* 

Q You don't know? 

A NO, 

Q NOW, at anytime have you ever aiMn any trucks oa 

the access rosd on the Riley land? 

A At anytime? 

0 Yes, 

MR. FREDEBXCOt Objection. 

A I would have to say X have seen trucks out there; 

yes. 

0 What kind of truck? 

A Just maintenance to go down and pick up the fence, 

do this concrete structure. 
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Q What fanca ara you referring to? 

A JUat recently they put up a feaea. X imagine it 

would aaparata our land frcm bis. 

0 Bow recently was that? 

A J^t laat year. 

Q Prior te that waa thara any fence in tha area? 

A NO. 

0 Would you indicate on that photograph where tba 

fence is now or ^era it was placed a year ago? 

A X would say right on tba line hero (Xadieatioo)• 

0 Why don't you draw a thick line and mark it 

•fence?* 

A (Witneas complies). 

0 «ow, did — 

A There is also a gate now to stop people from using 

this access roed. 

0 When did the gate go up? 

A X would say about a yetir ago. 

0 A year ago? 

A About the same time aa the fence. 

Q Prior to a year ago was there amy barrier or 

fence? 

A No. There waa nothing to stop anyone from going 

in or out. 
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Qittil l a s t year? 

ton have to go through the Bussell property* 

Aberjona Auto Parts? 

ch*-bttb« 

tha o t h ^ x way goaa up to Olympia* Xt is 

a steep bill aad you oan't driva. 

You can alao go throutgSi Whitnay Barral Company 

proparty? 

Yea. 

This accaas road ia bloekad up now» 2 

believe. 

Mow, do you remes^er during tha '60s and '70s tha 

aooiksa road to the Riley land bad no barricade 

around it? 

No. 

So it waa 4kasy to gat access to tha road? 

MR. FRBDSRXCOt <»>jeotion. 

Xs that right? 

X would say so) yos. 

Were there several different points you could 

enter the Riley land onto the access road, enter 

from several different points? 

24P.. FREDERICOt Objection. 

Well, you could come down the road that the 
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lussalls have or come down our place* 

Q At anytime during the '60s and '70s was a fanca 

m^nx platMBd at the Aberjona Auto Parts or Whitney 

Barral Company which would have pravantad aooass 

to the aooass road that ^̂ ioM throu^ the Rilay 

land? 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt ObJ4K;tioa. 

A There was no fanoe at that time. 

0 At anytime have you aver seim anyone pouring liquid 

waste from a 55*gallon drum onto the Rilay land? 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection* 

A Mo. 

0 At aoytima have you aver seen a truck, a tanker 

truck on the aocess road or off to tha side of the 

access road, see it stop and dispose of liquid 

waste on the property? 

MR* FRSDERXCOt Objeotion. 

A No. 

0 Do you have any reason to believe that waste 

material or liquid waate was ever poured or 

disposed of on the Riloy land at anytime? 

KR. FREDERICO: Objection. 

HS. WOODWARD* Objection. 

A No. 
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0 Mava yott ever beard that was dona? 

MR* FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

0 Bave you aV4nr seen that dona? 

MR. FRBDSRXCOt Objection. 

A Mo. 

0 You n4rvar beard any rumors to that effect? 

MR* FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

A MO. 

0 Bas anyone aver made tba atataamit to you that at 

some point someone disposed of waste liquid on tba 

Riley land? 

MR. FRBDSRXCOt Objection. 

A NO. 

Q Never? 

A NO* 

0 Mr. Whitnay, do you believe that prior to 

govemmant regulations that it was <!oaston practice 

for oompanias to bury their cdumioals on their 

property by digging a hole and pouring tha stuff 

in? 

MR. FRSDERICOt Objection. 

KS. WOODWAIUJt Objection. 

A I beliove that paople did that; y^s. 

0 Why do you beliave that? 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

36 

NR* FRBDBRXCOt ObjaoticQ. 

MS* WOODWARDt ObjaotiOtt. 

A Why do X baliave that? 

Q y ^ 

A Baarsay* 

0 What kind of hearsay? 

MS, WOODWARDt Objaction* 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objactitm* 

A You have to realise everything I'm saying is being 

taken down. X am just speculating. 

0 Feel free* 

MR, FRBDBRXCOt X am objaoting* 

MS. WCOOWARD) So am X. 

Q You can continue to speculate* 

A woburn has a Isrge dumping site, tha old Stoffard 

Chemieal Company, along the infamous acid pit. Xt 

atill remains thara* From what X have heard, it 

waa known as a dumping site for all of Metropolitan 

Beaton. 

0 Other than that place, do you know of4ny others? 

HR. FREDBRXCOt Objeotion. 

MS. WOODWARDt Objection. 

A No. 

Thsre in a place called the North Woburn 
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u Actually, it is no longer there* All new 

factoriaa ace built on it, that ia aotually where 

it is; it ia all ondameatb. 

0 What is there? 

A Whatever they dumped* 

MR, FRBDBRXCOt ObjeotiOA* 

MS. WOODWARD! Objeotion. 

0 Mhen you aay they, who ara you referring bo? 

A X don't know. Xt ia juat what X have beard. 

0 You heard that people have used Wobum aa a 

dumping ground? 

MS. WOODWARDt Objaetion. 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Cbjaotion. 

A Yea, 

Tha North itoburn dump did tuciat as that 

for a fact. 

0 What kind of dumping? 

A Sviuytbing* 

0 What kind do *« 

A X would say anything that oame in containers or 

things like that. 

Q You mean drums? 

A Yes. 

Q Or tanks? 
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The tanks and drome that Whitney Barrel received, 

they never had any residue? 

NO. Ibey were ampty* 

TO your knowledge, waa there ever any dumping of 

any contents of the dmms or tanks that tba 

Whitnay Barral Company bad received on their 

property or someone else's propertyt 

MR* FRBDBRXCOt Objection* 

MS. WOOÎ IIAROt ObjeotiOA. 

Mot to my knowledge. 

Do you have any reason to believe that liquid 

waata was poured on the Rilay land off of the 

access road at aî jrtime? 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

MS. WOODWARDt Objection, 

Ko« 

X am going to show you another aerial photograi^a 

This was taken in 1979* Would you be able, in 

examining that, point out the Whitney Barrel 

Company? 

That must be it there (Indication)* 

And the aocess road that runs through the Riley 

land? 
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MR* FRBmrRXCOt Objeotion. 

A Xt ia back here (Indication). 

Q Xo examining that picture, do you see soaui dark 

spots along tba aooeaa road? 

A Right there (Xndicaticm)* 

0 And further up north? 

A X do see the spots. X oan't tell what they ara, 

though. 

Q At anytime do you ever rtnsember anyone disposing 

of liquid waste on those areaa indicated aa dark 

spots? 

MR, FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

MS. WQODWARDt Objection. 

A Not to ntf knowledge* 

MR* FRBDBRXCOt Bow many times are you 

going to ask that? 

TBS WXTNBSSt X never saw anyone doing 

it. 

Q And to your knowledge, in examining that picture, 

is that roughly how the Rilay land looked to your 

knowledge in the aid '60s and '70s? 

MR. FREDERICOt Objection. 

A It is still the same, all woods. 

Q That is essentially how the access road ran, as 
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depicted in that photograph? 

Yeab. 

MR* SCaUCBtMAMMi Why don't wa mark this 

photograph Bxhibit 3? 

(Aerial pbotegrapb, marked 
Bxhibit Mo. 3.) 

MR* SatLXCBlMAMMt And we'll mark tba 

acetate overlay as Bxhibit 4* 

(Acetate overlay, marked 
BKbibit Mo. 4.) 

MOW, you said you could indicate on the pbotograpb 

tha different aocess4M from Salem Street to the 

proparty line. First of all, could you draw a line 

to indicate Salem Streat? 

This has to be Salem Street (Indiestion). 

Why don't you write that in underneath? 

(Witness coi^ies). 

Mould you indicate on the photograph how you gained 

aocess to the Riley land? 

MR. FRSDERXCOt Objection. 

(Witness coa^lies). 

If you were going from Whitney Barrel, how would 

you get to Salem Street? 

Over the driveway. We have two driveways; one that 
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goes here, a eirenlar driveway (Xndioati^)). 

Q Would you show us? 

A (Witness complies). 

Q Why don't you continue the line that went to the 

Rilay land, to the railroad tracka? 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection* 

A The road? 

0 Yea* 

A This is tha road hare (Indication). 

0 Mby don't you write in "aooeaa road* there? 

A (Witness complies). 

0 Mow, in exsmining Bxhibit 3, do you recognise what 

appears to ba evidence of trucks or motor vehicles 

going through the land in tha area around hiura 

(Indication)? 

MS. WOODWARDt Objection. 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

A There is a road hare (Xadioation). The access road 

goea down hare and can go in here where that 

concrete thing is (Xndioation). 

0 Okay. 

A And there is a loop here, going up here to another 

loop, and that goes all down. 

0 Would you be iJt>le to indicate tha road on this 
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aoatata overlay? 

A (Witness complies), 

M», FRBDBRXCOt X object, 

Q Referring to the aerial t^tograpb with tba aoatata 

overlay — 

A there are railroad traolts over there (Xndioation), 

This house does not exiat anymore (Xndioation). 

There are tanka down here. 

0 What kind of tanka? 

A Storage tanka, 

0 Storage tanka? 

A Yes, 

0 Why don't you mark *atorage tanks* there? 

A (Witness complies). 

Q And write that underneath. 

A (Witness oomplias). 

Q And indicate the rotUI tmd how it looked. 

A Xt goes up and around hare (Indication), another 

loop over here and here, comes down like this, 

another one that cones along the tracks but does 

not go anywhere (Indication). 

0 You said there was another loop sonewliere in here 

(Indication)? 

A Yes; another one like this (Indication). 
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Mow, do you want to costplata the loop here? 

(Vitness coa^ilies). 

You have made a line with some circle to indicate 

a road that looped around? 

Yeah; the dirt roada* 

Would you put *dirt roada* on there? 

(witness complies)* 

Mow, the tanks you bave identified, do you know how 

long tb4iy have been oat there? 

MR* FR»DBRXCOt Gbjaotiona 

Years aad years* 

As long as you can remember? 

When X was young* 

Do you know what the tanks are used for? 

X am not sura* X think they're being VMOA by 

Mori^y right now. 

Ttte dirt roads you have indicated on the photon-

graph, do you Iinow what those roads ware uaed for 

at anytime? 

Mo. 

Do you have any knowledge as to how they were used? 

No. I don't know ^ a t they're there for. 

Have they been there throughout the time you can 

remember? 
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A As long aa X can 

0 At aiqrtima did you 

roads? 

t yee. 

see any trucks on those 

A MO. 

Q The roads you callt^ dirt roada? 

A Mo. 

You couldn't bring anything bigger than 

a pickup truck* They're more like fire roads. 

Q They loop around? 

A Yeah. 

Q You don't know what they were uaed for? 

A No. They have been there for ages aa far as X 

know* 

Q At anytime bave you ever aeon any person dumping 

waata on the ground off to the side of this area, 

those dirt roods? 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

A Mo. 

0 Do you Icnow of any reason to believe at anytime 

those dirt roads were used as access to the 

property to dispose of waste on the ground? 

MR. FRSDERXCOt (Ejection. 

MS. WOOcWARDt Objection. 

A Not that X know of. 
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Yea bave ne knowledge? 

ma* 

Or any reason to beliave tbat? 

MO* 

Mr. Whitney, did any apillage ever occur on the 

Whitney Barrel Company land tbat you're fsniliar 

with? 

MS* WOODWARDt ObjaotioQ, 

MR* FRBDBRXCOt Objactico* 

Large apillage? 

Yea* 

Mo* 

Any spillsga, inrea minor? 

Mot that X c a n ramestber* 

MR* FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

About five yaara ago did a spillage occur on the 

Whitney Barrel Company land? 

HR* FRBDBRXCOt Objection* 

MS. WOODWARDI Objection. 

There is another sewer out here that is on my land 

as far as I know about here (Indication). I know 

I got a call from Jack Riley and he said that he 

had to clean out some druma to get to this sewer. 

I guess there waa a problem. I guess it was 
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ovesflowing and the city had to coma down and 

ooxreot it. 

the sewer was oviu^lowing? 

Yes* 

At anytime %rara you aware any of the severs that 

went through the Riley land ever overflowed? 

MR* FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

MS* mxttmxmii objection* 

X am not aura about that. 

Are you aware as to whether or not these has beam 

any time, any aeoeaa to tba sewer tbat runs aiomg 

the aooeaa road on tha Rilay land? 

MR. FRBDUKXCOt Objection. 

MS* WOODWARD t Objection, 

vmat do you laean? 

The one that runs along the aocess road on the 

Riley prepiMTty. 

MR, FRBDBRXCOt Objection* 

Have th4ky done work? 

Do you know of any access point? 

X don't understand* 

In other words, the ability to pour into the sewer 

that runs along the access, 

MR. FRBDSRXCOt Objection* 
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Do you bave aay knowledge as to whether anyone bas 

to p ^ to go on the Riley land? 

MR. FRBDSRXCOt Objection. 

to pay? 

Yes. 

Mo. 

Do you bsve any reason to believe tbat people uaing 

the aocess rosd on tha Riley land had to make any 

kind of payment to use tbat road? 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objeotion. 

MS* MOODWARDt ObjOOtion. 

Not to my knowledge} no* 

Are you aware whether anyone haa had to pay to 

dispose of waste material on the Riley land? 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

MS* WOODWARD! Objection. 

MOt to my knowledge. 

Do you have any knowledge about that? 

No, 

Have you had any conversation with Mr. Riley at 

anytime? 

X have net Jack Riley briefly once. My father 
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introduced us. 

0 tears ago? 

A X wouldn't remember what ba looked like* 

Q Bave you ever bad aay eonvematioa witb people who 

work for the Riley Compat^T 

A NO. 

Q At anytime? 

A Mof not to my knowledge. 

0 Do you have aay reason to believe tbat tba Murphy 

Waste Oil CoBq>any at anytime ever used the Rilay 

land to dispose of wtwte material? 

MS* WOOOWAROt Objection. 

MR. FRBDBRXCOt Objection. 

A X have no reason to baliave that* 

0 Do you have any reason to believe that the Mterjona 

Auto Parts ever uaed the Riley land to dispose of 

waste material? 

MR. FREDBRXCOt Objection. 

MS. WOODWARDt Objection. 

A no. 

0 When did the Whitney Barrel Company stop receiving 

underground storage tanks? 

A Stop receiving? 

Q Yes* 
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Ne atill are re<»eiving* 

torn are still receiving underground atorage tanks? 

Yes. 

Are you atill reeeiving tbe SS^gallen drama? 

Mo* 

iQiea did you atop reoeiving tbem? 

January* 

Of tbia year? 

You mean putting tbem in the yard? 

Raving tbssi come to tbe property for whatever 

reason. 

they don't come to the property now* 

Are you still delivering 55-gallon druas or under­

ground storage tanks to anyone? 

^ . 

Are you -•-

You meiA delivering drums? 

Or tanks. 

You can't sell tanks anymore. You have to scrap 

them. However, X do have one account that X 

kept* What I do is I pick up their drums, bring 

them to my cousin, who also is a recotvlitioner, 

and I pay him to recondition and I deliver them 

back. 
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fib your knowledge, did Whitney Barrel ke<ip records 

ot people irtio %fould deliver drums to tbem or where 

they would deliver drums? 

MR* FBBDBRXCOt Objection. 

Records of customers, yes. we bave invoioes. 

Do you still have those invoiciMi? 

Yes* 

How far baek do tba invoioea data, do you knew? 

X don't Icnow* 

Would they go baete to tbe '60s or '70a? 

X would doubt it very mneb. 

To your knowledge, i^4m drums were received was 

thera an invoice? 

When we pick up drums, yes. 

When you would sell them or deliver tbem? 

We'd send them a bill* 

You're iM>t aware whether the bills go back to tha 

'ffOa and <70a? 

X don't believe ao. 

What is your best estimate on how far tack the 

records go? 

Probably the last few years. 

You think th<» others were destroyed? 

Yes. We had three major fires. 
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Q And reeorda may bave been 4x»nsamed in those fires? 

A Definitely so, yes* 

MB* SCHLXCBYMAMMt X Will be right back. 

(Reeeaa) 

MR* SCBLXCatMAMMi that'a all X bave. 

Cross Examination 

Q (By Mr, Frederico) When you testified about trucks 

that had gone to what you descri)»ed aa either the 

aawer or well, it was not your testimony, waa it« 

you had knowledge whether those trucka ware Riley 

trucks? 

A Mo. 

Q You have no Itnewledge as to leather those trucks 

were ia any way assooiatad with tbe Riley 

Tanneryt 

A Mo, 

Q Do you know whether thoae trucks were tbe City of 

Wobum trucks? 

A Some of themt yes, 

MR. FREDBRXCOt No further questions. 

MS. WOODWARDt I just want to say for 

the record w. R. Grace reserves the right to 

recall the witness in view of the fact that wa did 
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aot receive any advance notice tbat tbe depoeition 

weald be taking place here today and therefore, 

we were unable to pmpare for it. 

(Whereupon the deposition waa 
auapeaded at 3ilS.) 


